
Insight was established in the mid
-2012s under the Humanities 
department as an current affairs 
interest group aiming to promote 
awareness, understanding and 
responsible concern among its 
members and that of the school 
community.  

In this issue, arranged in chrono-
logical order are Insight meeting 
records for the past year with 
bonus articles  in between, pre-
sented to you exclusively by In-
sight members. Subsequent issues 
will be published biannually com-
prising of meeting records and 
contributions from Insight mem-
bers, students and teachers alike 
(Details on the right). Do visit 
our blog nushinsight.wordpress. 
com for more supplementary 
materials and join our facebook 
group www.facebook.com/
groups/nushs.insight to enjoy 
discussions with like-minded peo-
ple.   

If you are keen in joining the In-
sight community, please sign up 
here: http://goo.gl/dgJmya 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

 Learn about Singapore‟s educational 
rat race in  the „Singapore Conversa-
tion’ by Soon Hao Jing (page 8) 

 Delve into cultural controversies in 
‘Cultura l  Appropr iat ion’  and 
‘Indigenous Rights’ by Clarence 
Cheong and Ng Ri Chi (pages 10 & 
14) 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

EDUCATION IN SG 2 

FINNISH EDUCATION 3 

HOME SWEET HOME 4 

US ELECTIONS 5 

SINGAPORE CONVERSATION 8 

CULTURAL APPROPRIATION 10 

WOMEN’S RIGHT 12 

MEN D ISCRIMINATION   

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS  14 

    Content (relevance & depth) : 80% 
    Language (fluency)         : 20% 
6. Prizes:  
    Gold Awards : $30  
    Silver Awards: $15 each  
 
Sharing 
1.You may share articles, videos, blogs, 

websites, movements or anything that 
inspires you. 

2.Entries should be accompanied by a 
100 word write up including a sum-
mary and about why you think this is 
important. Write in the template 
provided. 

 
Comics 
1. Express an issue or topic of choice in 

a comic strip or a single picture. See  
www.straitstimes.com/punchlines 
for examples. 

2. The entry can be accompanied by a 
50-word explanation if necessary. 

 
Send your submission along with your 
name, class (students only) and email 
address to nush.insight@gmail.com by 
15 September 2013.  Published shares 
and comics will receive $5 each. All 
winning submissions will be published 

in the next issue of perspectives 
before the end of  term 4. 

Open for submission! 

We invite you to contribute to the 

next issue of perspectives!  
 
The submission will be open to the 
teachers and student bodies. Multiple 
entries across or within categories are 
acceptable . The details are as below: 
 
The Insight Essay Competition 
1. You may choose to introduce a top-

ic and present your own opinions  
or write in response to existing 
newspaper/online articles. 

2.The essay should be around 500 - 
1000 words 

3.You are free to choose your own 
topics or, if you need some inspira-
tion,  select from the list below:  

 Wolf control (Importance of a 
balanced ecosystem) 

 Opium war (Afghan) 

 Singapore‟s Siege mentality 

 Slavery in Dubai 

 PRISM (America) 

 400ppm and why it matters 
4.Participants should substantiate 

their essays with well researched 
facts and not use this as a chance to 
attack others. 

5. Judging criteria: 

perspectives 

mailto:nush.insight@gmail.com


schools. Thus students need to pay 
more attention to daily academic per-
formance and sacrifice their CIP in-
volvement.  
 
The situation is different in the Chi-
nese-language high school in Malay-
sia , significant weighting was also 
accorded to participation and perfor-
mance in extracurricular pursuits, 
and extracurricular activities also 
took up significant time and effort.  

 There are also some students who 
had scored very well academically, 
only to be let down by their poor 
participation in extracurricular pur-
suits when they applied to universi-
ties. 

 
What are the drawbacks of Sin-
gapore Education? 
 
Oversupply and work pressure  
An expected 40% of Singaporeans, up 
from over a quarter currently, will 
receive tertiary education in the fu-
ture. There may be concerns of an 
oversupply of well-qualified graduates 
with good academic performance, 
who may not be able to fully translate 
their academic achievements into 
vocational skills. At the same time, 
Singaporeans‟ desire to replace low-
wage foreign labor, as well as Singa-
pore‟s continued development and 

rise in affluence, will result in an in-
creased pressure on Singaporeans to fill 
up job vacancies in services and con-
struction.   
 
Current affair concern 
Humanity lessons mostly required 
memorization of facts and discussed 
how the present government had 
shaped Singapore‟s modern history, and 
these assessments did not encourage 
creative thinking beyond what ques-
tions asked for and provided as 
prompts. Some of the subject was 
mostly scientific and technical, imply-
ing it had no direct bearing on his abil-
ity to converse about current affairs. 
More opportunities are given in English 
lessons to approach and learn more 
about Singaporean current affairs.  
 
CCA & CIP 
The initiative of the activities like CCA 
and CIP are recommended, however, 
when the activities contradict the aca-
demic performance, the former one 
would likely to be in a disadvantage 
position since students may do things 
merely to be credited in their tran-
scripts.  
 
Social Inequality 
Singapore education system might en-
trench social inequality and reinforce 
social divisions, observing that richer 
parents can afford to send their chil-

dren to better schools, more tuition 
classes, and equip them for a future 
overseas university education, which 
means Singaporean education system is 
meritocratic as not all children have the 
same starting point due to education. 

 
Compare and contrast with other 
Education systems 
 
Have you wondered why the most ex-
cellent universities were mostly located 
in the West, whereas Asian students 
have performed so well in math and the 
sciences in recent years? The reason 
might be that Western education might 
provide a more holistic path to stu-
dents‟ development like Finnish Educa-
tion. The other reason is that Eastern 
parents hold the opinion that as a stu-
dent, study and get an excellent aca-
demic score is the most essential objec-
tive. Some cultural reasons may also 
involve, like Singaporean “Kiasu” cul-
ture and Chinese “Keju” culture. Coun-
tries with these kinds of the education 
system will influence each other indi-
rectly. Singapore introduces the A-level 
exam for the British, and practice the 
harsh exam system like Japan, Korea 
and China, and also include activities 
like CIP, CCA, PEA in school which 
was originally introduced by western 
countries. 
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Education 
The Singapore education system aims 
to help our students to discover their 
own talents, to make the best of these 
talents and realize their full potential, 
and to develop a passion for learning 
that lasts through life. In terms of rote
-learning, Singapore‟s education sys-
tem highly resembles those in the rest 
of East Asia.  

 
Co-curricular activities (CCA) 
and Community Involvement 
Projects (CIP) 
 
The CIP activities thus far had not 
been long-term, stimulating, or in-
volving significant interaction with 
various groups in society which CIP 
activities normally aim to benefit. The 
situation is a bit worse in NUS high  
since NUS High‟s peculiarity as a 6-
year institution not offering O or A 
levels, unlike other JCs and secondary 

by Zhou Ruohua 

An MOE infographic on the Singapore 
education system.  
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Today the Finnish education system is 

considered one of the best in the 

world, characterized by its ability to 

promote academic excellence without 

sacrificing a healthy learning environ-

ment. Nevertheless, Finnish students 

perform on par with Singaporean stu-

dents in reading, math and science lit-

eracy (PISA test 2000), and now we 

will find out why.  

The stress on equity 

When the Goh report was published 

back in 1979, Dr Goh Keng Swee out-

lined several recommendations to the 

education system, including one that 

caters to students with varying learning 

abilities. Streaming was introduced 

along with other reforms, forming the 

education system we know today.  

In Finland though, instead of introduc-

ing streaming, they abolished it. Fin-

land believes that equality comes before 

excellence, where every child should 

have the same opportunity to learn 

regardless of financial or social back-

ground.  

The less competitive environment also 

encouraged social cohesion – mixed 

ability classes allowed students to help 

each other, hence developing a strong-

er sense of team working and the near 

eradication of ―failure phobia‖. Charac-

ter education is inherent in the school 

culture, whereas lifelong learning is 

embraced as it is common for adults to 

attend evening classes and folk high 

schools to pick up new skills. Hence 

regardless of age or learning ability, 

there‘s always a chance to learn. 

Respect for teachers 

Another factor that led to the success of 

Finnish education is undoubtedly the 

contribution of teachers, which are 

selected under fierce competition. First 

to qualify you must be in the top 10% 

of your cohort, and even only 10% of 

them are admitted and you still need to 

get a Master‘s degree before you can 

start teaching.  

Hence, Finnish teachers are trusted to 

come up with their own tests and cur-

riculum. The flexibility is also reward-

ing for the teachers as they are given 

autonomy and are regarded as profes-

sionals, enjoying the same status as 

doctors and lawyers. 

What can Singapore learn from 

this? 

The non-competitive nature of Finnish 

schools could be a model on how sound 

values can be instilled in students, how-

ever it will not be easy to phase out the 

‗kiasu‘mentality unless parents witness 

firsthand how their children can benefit 

from this, possibly by educating the 

current generation via visits to similar 

schools. With 40% of its students in 

the vocational track, we could also 

learn how Finland removes the negative 

stigma placed on polytechnic degrees 

which are regarded the same as its Uni-

versity counterparts.  

It is important to address possible social 

stratification caused by our education 

system as shown in the TED talk 

―Richard Wilkinson: How economic 

inequalities harm societies‖, and despite 

cultural differences Finland may offer 

us valuable insight on what education 

could look like with low inequality. 

Being pragmatic and all, we have 

achieved economic success, and per-

haps it is time for us to reflect what we 

can do to improve social cohesion.  

See also: Waldorf Schools, Forest Kin-
dergartens 

5TH NOV 2012: THE FINNISH EDUCATION 
by Lim Yi Fei 

"The thinking was, 'for a coun-
try of 5 million, we don't have 
many resources to waste. If peo-
ple are happy, they'll maximize 
their work ethic, and we can 
develop,'"  

Andrew Nestingen.  
 

The theory of the welfare state 
was that "everyone should get 
a slice of the cake so that they 
have what they need to realize 
their life projects." 
Source: The Atlantic http://goo.gl/s4cYY 

Read more:  
The Finnish Education Reform 
http://goo.gl/mEzT5,  
America and Finland, a comparison 
http://goo.gl/cBrsY 

Curious facts 
 

1. All Finnish schools have the same 
access to resources and teachers, 
no matter urban or rural. 

2. Primary school students are not 
measured at all. 

http://goo.gl/mEzT5


Singapore is consistently highly ranked 
as compared to nations around the 
world with excellent PISA rankings in 
reading mathematics and science. Sin-
gapore scored was placed overall 5th in 
reading, 2nd in mathematics and 4th in 
science. Singapore‘s education seeks to 
develop a local population to drive its 
knowledge based economy. Under-
standing that all students are gifted in 
different aspects be it artistically talent-
ed, an academic talent or a sporting 
talent, students differ in capabilities. 
Hence the government incorporated 
the streaming system to cater to vary-
ing abilities in academics.  

Singapore‘s education system uses a 
multitude of tests to measure the aca-
demic ability of students with nation-
wide examination such as the O and A 
level Cambridge examination where 
students who excel academically tend 
to enter elite junior colleges and stand 
to receive more opportunities to fur-
ther excel. 

The strong competition in the local 
education system and the kiasu culture 
in Singapore results in parents driving 
their children to excel academically. 
The competition and streaming system 
results in students being categorized 
into different forms of education sys-
tems. Students who are deemed to be 
weak academically are encouraged and 
provide the opportunity and prospect 

of excelling in technical education in 
the Institute of Education. Majority of 
students in Singapore who fare slightly 
better would tend to make a decision 
between continuing their education in 
Junior colleges which focuses on broad 
based learning as compared to much 
more hands on learning in Polytech-
nics. Previously, the culture in Singa-
pore‘s education has shown that top 
10% of students enter junior colleges. 

Categorization as well societal ac-
ceptance of this culture results in the 
system as well as society enforcing an 
inferior complex upon students who 
are deemed to be weaker academically 
at a younger age. This is detrimental to 
the education of late bloomers in Singa-
pore‘s system. 

However, these elite junior colleges 
have since begun accepting students 
who are deemed unsurpassed in various 
areas from sports to the arts despite 
lacking in their grades.  Moreover there 
are student who excel academically yet 
chose the alternative path of starting on 
a hands on based education as opposed 
to the traditional broad based educa-
tion. 

In comparison, Finland beats Singapore 
in PISA ranking in science as well as 
reading.  Finland focuses on an egalitar-
ian system as well as a lack of test in the 
early stages of education. The first na-

tionwide test for Finnish students is at 
the age of 16. 

The lack of competition and emphasis 
on equality and support for peers 
where everyone moves forward togeth-
er is a plausible perspective to under-
stand Finland‘s success. Unlike Singa-
porean teachers who are required to 
follow a structured curriculum outlined 
by the ministry of education, Finnish 
teachers have the autonomy to dictate 
the follow of education for the cohort 
as well as the methods employed to 
educate.  

The Finnish education system also 
views technical education to be equally 
important as academic and theoretical 
education. All comprehensive schools 
are required to select an equal ratio of 
students from each quartile of the 
achievement range. However, despite 
an emphasis on equality at a younger 
age, the Finnish education eventually 
stream students who graduate from 
comprehensive schools into different 
education pathways based on grade. 

The Finnish education system lacks 
programmes for academically gifted 
students; students who are academical-
ly stronger would then lack the oppor-
tunity to maximize their potential due 
to compromise of supporting weaker 
students at the expense of stronger 
students. The alternative argument 

HOME SWEET HOME: A COMPARISON BETWEEN SINGAPOREAN AND FINNISH EDUCATION 
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would be how academically gifted stu-
dents would tend fare better social 
skills and techniques of interaction due 
the emphasis of equality in classes 
where students interact with fellow 
students from a diversity of back-
grounds. 

The idea of equality is highly tempting 
however it has to be accepted that not 
everyone is equal. In Singapore‘s con-
text, teachers dictating the pace of 
learning may not provide a consistent 
quality of education nationwide. Fur-
thermore, the competition in Singa-
pore‘s education is a reflection of the 
competitive workforce that the local 
population faces; a lack in competition 
could breed laziness in the local popula-
tion.  

Despite the vast differences in both 

systems, Singapore has taken a page out 

of the Finnish book and eliminated na-

tionwide examinations at the primary 

school level. This momentous step tak-

en by Singapore‘s education ministry to 

prevent an inferior complex develop-

ment in young students is commenda-

ble.  

by Tan Teck Chye 

Read more: The Singapore Globalist: 
Comparing the Finnish Education to that 
of Singapore‘s http://goo.gl/VqpQ5 



America is infamous for its chaotic, 

cringe-worthy political scene. Republi-

cans and democrats are deeply divided 

on many key discussion points regard-

ing American politics, such as abortion, 

LGBT rights, foreign affairs, and espe-

cially the economy. Their mindless 

squabbles have led to a political grid-

lock in which both sides refuse to yield 

or find common ground up till the 

―eleventh hour‖. 

Many issues were debated during the 

recent 2012 presidential elections, 

providing us with many possible discus-

sion points. Romney and Obama both 

paid plenty of attention to voters‘ con-

cerns and highlighted their immediate 

priorities regarding the American econ-

omy: reforming the tax code to elimi-

nate loopholes favoring high-income 

earners, creating more jobs for Ameri-

cans in especially the blue-collar indus-

tries, and balancing the fiscal budget. 

On this last point, the candidates were 

split according to their party stances. In 

general, the Republicans have favored 

low tax rates and low spending, while 

Democrats usually favor a higher tax 

rate to offset higher spending levels. 

The Republicans argue that since a low-

er tax rate would allow for a larger 

disposable income, this would stimu-

late internal investment, in itself creat-

ing more revenue. The Democrats 

however believe that the rich should be 

taxed more and that they should pay 

their ―fair share‖ to overcome the defi-

cit. 

When it comes to fiscal policies, both 

sides have brought up valid points 

which, in theory, can be used in de-

bates within congress to come up with 

a compromise, a solution to the fiscal 

problems America is facing. However, 

both sides are relying more on brinks-

manship and political rhetoric in a bid 

to force their policies through the polit-

ical gridlock in Washington. This atti-

tude was evident in the weeks leading 

up to the fiscal cliff, in which both sides 

played a dangerous game of brinksman-

ship which could potentially have led to 

an international crisis. The Republicans 

in particular held on to the fact that 

many had signed the Grover-Norquist 

pledge. The signatories of the pledge 

were basically prohibited from showing 

any form of support for policies which 

call for an increase in tax rates. 

Regarding the changing face of 

US voter demographics 

Statistics show that Republican voters 

tend to be older, male, politically con-

servative, Caucasian, religious or rural, 

whereas Democrats received support 

from youths, liberals, ethnic minori-

ties, the LGBT community and wom-

en. As America becomes more urban-

ized, as the older generations gets sup-

planted by the current youths, and es-

pecially as the ethnic minority popula-

tion (especially Hispanics) increase in 

size, support for the Republican base 

will be slowly eroded. There are two 

possible paths American politics could 

take. Firstly, the Republican Party will 

slowly go extinct and another party 

may or may not emerge as a new rival 

against the National Democratic Party. 

Alternatively, the Republican Party will 

adapt to the changing demographics 

and will eventually become more mod-

erate. It is clear now that, although half 

of the American population does not 

support Obama‘s policy, this half may 

not necessarily support the Republican 

9TH NOV 2012: U.S. ELECTIONS 
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stance. With Congress‘ Approval rat-

ings reaching an all-time low, it is clear 

that Republicans and Democrats have 

to work a lot harder to maintain their 

favorability among the American popu-

lation. 

 

by Stanley Quek Tee Kai 

President Barack Obama speaks to a crowd 

Knox College in Galesburg, Ill on the economy. 

Supplementary materials 

Over the course of the meeting, sev-
eral videos and articles are viewed 
and discussed. The list includes: 

1. Obama‘s Victory Speech  

2. Romney‘s Concession Speech 

3. Republican Primaries 

4. Will the Real Mitt Romney Please 
Stand Up? [A viral Eminem parody]  
http://goo.gl/0qX3EV 

5. US would Repeat bin Laden Raid 
[an Interview with Obama]  
http://goo.gl/wsF0kZ 

6. The New Obama [Project Syndicate] 
http://goo.gl/bYnbkm 

http://www.google.com.sg/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PpsSKdpwmCNv4M&tbnid=yXTc47jWvioSaM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F03%2F20%2Fviral-eminem-parody-real-mitt-romney-please-stand-up%2F&ei=5iT1UeXPK8iOrQfX7Y


A reflection inspired  
by the National Conversation 

 
Singaporeans from all walks of life 
speaking at Our SG Conversation 
(OSC) dialogues yielded a list of 12 
‗perspectives‘1, outlining their greatest 
concerns and hopes about our state and 
society. Topping the list was the hope 
for a ‗society with diverse definitions of 
success‘ that would embrace more than 
just academic or financial achieve-
ments. Participants also suggested ac-
companying reforms of our meritocrat-
ic system. 
 
Grasping the urgency of addressing the 
ill effects of our competitive academic 
system, and the dangers of discontent-
ment rising in an increasingly unequal 
society, OSC participants have re-
turned to a perennial concern, our edu-
cation. Sustaining multiple pathways to 
equal forms of success would ease ex-
cessive competition among students 
and free them to shape their futures. 
Embracing broader definitions of suc-
cess would make Singapore more inclu-

sive, deemphasise the excessive materi-
alism and pragmatism that marks the 
conventional Singaporean mindset, and 
ease the tension between the haves and 
the have-nots. 
 
The Educational Rat Race 
 
Though the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) promotes different routes 
(some of which re-converge at univer-
sity), most parents and children still 
participate in a common educational rat 
race, jockeying for spaces at top prima-
ry and secondary schools, or arming 
students with extracurricular creden-
tials. Our education, however diversi-
fied, puts students through a common 
educational path (primary and second-
ary schools) before sorting them; 
around 26%2 of students from different 
branches of the education system gath-
er again at university level. 
 
Maybe our education is a social level-
ler, equipping youth with valuable 
skills and meeting our industries‘ la-
bour needs. Yet our education may 
have more of a ‗vertical‘ than a 
‗horizontal‘ effect, sorting students like 
how refineries would distil products 
from crude oil. Streaming may have 
been abolished in primary schools, but 
lives on, sometimes even beyond 
school. (For instance, the Singapore 

army segregates recruits based on edu-
cational background, and only selects 
junior college (JC) and polytechnic 
graduates for command school.)  
 
Our education system is not unlike a 
one-lane expressway, where a long trail 
of traffic caught up in a massive jam 
takes part in a rat race.3 Drivers get 
ahead by putting others behind them, 
mirroring the behaviour we see on Sin-
gapore‘s roads every day. The Singapo-
rean determination not to lose out en-
sures more cars get into the jam, shift-
ing the most packed part of the jam 
backwards, as the fastest and earliest 
cars in the queue speed ahead and leave 
the rest behind.  

10TH NOV 2012: OUR S INGAPORE CONVERSATION - ‘DIVERSE DEFINITIONS OF SUCCESS’   
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Not every driver can get as far as they 
do, and almost nobody behind has seen 
what‘s actually ahead, but they assume 
it‘s better to stay on and move ahead. 
You might call this the Singapore 
Dream, if you made good progress 
along this expressway – but would you 
be able to take your gaze off the front 
and all the cars threatening to cut into 
your lane, and look out of your side 
window at the greener pastures - other 
possibilities – beyond? Then again, of 
even greater concern, what of those 
stuck at the back end of the jam?  
 
What has been done 
MOE has striven to re-route those 
caught at the rear of the jam away 
from the mainstream. While some 
institutes provide vocational training, 
others like Millennia Institute may 
provide slightly longer timeframes for 
students to prepare for their A levels. 
Yet if we simply divert poorer stu-
dents to these institutions, how could 
they excel in and through these cours-
es? They have not been horizontally 
sorted into these pathways based on 
choice and inclination, but vertically 
filtered out of the mainstream based 
on grades (a factor feeding discrimina-
tion too). Also, degree holders and 
polytechnic diploma holders stand to 
earn more than graduates of such insti-

by Soon Hao Jing 

We need, and may have diversi-
fied pathways to varied forms of  

success, but … do we really?  

The Singapore Traffic: To extend the 
traffic jam analogy, it is not difficult to picture 
how competition would worsen when more 
students join the fray, just like how a traffic 
jam lengthens from the back (or the ‗jam‘ 
appears to migrate backwards) when more 
cars join the queue from behind than cars 
which speed forward and leave the jam.   



tutes – these alternative pathways are 
hardly equal. 
 
Hence many try doubly hard to stay on 
the track to university. However, given 
the use of the bell curve in grading, the 
vast majority have less than comforta-
ble or excellent grades. Indeed, a par-
liamentary reply by MOE to NCMP Mr 
Yee Jenn Jong, dated 15 October 
2012, stated that ‗Over the last three 
years, approximately 6% of first year 
JC students in each cohort failed some 
subjects in their promotional exams 
and were retained. The two JCs with 
the highest retention rates at JC1 aver-
aged around 15% over the past three 
years.‘ 4 

 

While undergoing basic military train-
ing with fellow JC students, I encoun-
tered several platoon-mates preparing 
to retake the A levels this year while in 
National Service. They said they need-
ed better grades to enter the university 
courses they wanted. One can only 
imagine how challenging such uphill 
attempts might be; that they wanted to 
retry their A‘s illustrates how high the 
stakes can be for those who want to 
enter university, but lie on the edge.  
 
Two others said they were looking at 
Australian universities – not uncom-
mon for Singaporeans, but the highly 
valued Australian dollar has made 
Down Under the most expensive place 
to study in the world.5 But that‘s how 

highly we value a degree in Singapore. 
With the proportion of degree-holders 
set to rise in future, Singaporeans have 
little option but to seek degrees them-
selves. Then again, they might study in 
Australia and stay there to work. That‘s 
an option. 
 
Catering for different abilities 
 
On the other hand, our meritocratic 
system promotes young Singaporeans 
who do well not only in school, but 
have the means and time to do well in 
extracurricular pursuits too. We can‘t 
fault the civil service or private corpo-
rations for seeking to attract the bright-
est talents with scholarships and job 
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opportunities (though it lights a hotter 
flame under the boiling pot of competi-
tion), but look at how the educational 
system promotes talent.  
 
The Gifted Education Programme 
‗identifies‘ primary school students with 
potential and grooms them apart from 
the rest. Thus the race for scholarships 
and university spots actually starts in pri-
mary school, and can hinge on a few apti-
tude tests or PSLE marks. Another oft-
cited point is how children from wealthi-
er backgrounds have an edge over others 
in the race. 6 Perhaps a less frequently 
heard doubt would be why the talented 
should be showered with extra resources 
to ensure they succeed, when it should 
make sense that talented students should 
advance far ahead of others on their merit 
and self-motivation. Wouldn‘t it make 
education a greater social leveller to in-
vest in the bright but needy students from 
poorer backgrounds, instead of giving out 
scholarships independent of need? 
 
Conclusion 
 
I recall seeing the words ‗No one owes 
Singapore a living‘ in primary school – all 
Singaporeans must earn their own liveli-
hood (no one else will provide for us). 
To me, this seems not only at odds with 
our meritocracy, but also the reason why 
Singaporeans still dash headlong into the 
educational race.  
 
This is ultimately a race for economic 

survival in a country whose main social 
safety net, the Central Provident 
Fund, is funded by workers them-
selves. Our alternative educational 
pathways lead to destinations that fall 
short of where university graduates 
stand on the income ladder. The de-
fault strategy, or mainstream path, is 
still to aim for a good university de-
gree.  
 
When the most observably successful 
people in society are corporate or po-
litical leaders (successful in first and 
foremost, getting the highest salaries), 
and the most obvious way to get close 
to their status is through scholarships 
and elite university educations, it be-
comes clear that a degree is needed no 
matter whether your objective here is 
survival or success.  

 

Footnotes 
 

1. Our SG Conversation has published the 
following summary: http://goo.gl/
R1SKh 

2. The  Prime Minister‘s 2012 National Day 
Rally speech delivered at the University 
Cultural Centre, NUS.  

3. An interesting ‗fluid dynamics‘-based 
perspective into how traffic jams work, by 
a Seattle motorist, is here at http://
goo.gl/rqZ45. 4. Parliamentary reply  
http://goo.gl/pYX98 

5. Most Expensive School 
http://goo.gl/om8QA 

6. An MOE reply to a parliamentary question 
by MP Seah Kian Peng http://goo.gl/
kaZ0p 

The rat race: An MOE reply to a parliamen-
tary question by MP Seah Kian Peng regard-
ing the percentage of students from 6 top 
primary schools residing in HDB flats gave 
rise to an unexpectedly low number, about 
40%, slightly less than half the national aver-
age, raising questions about whether wealthi-
er parents give their children much more of a 
head-start in the educational rat race. 6 



In the text, there was a white man, 
‗Karma‘, who wore eagle feathers and 
had braided hair. His image and actions 
as well as the author‘s reaction to him 
were discussed. While both the author‘s 
and Karma‘s actions sought to affirm 
native culture in Canada, she and Karma 
might have had different purposes – 
Karma may have been distinguishing 
himself from the white majority by 
adopting traditional native practices and 
beliefs, which may have denigrated na-
tive Indian culture, by ignoring its rich-
ness and defining it as a counterculture 
to the dominant white culture.  

Cultural Appropriation: The act, 
the appropriators and the victim 

The author‘s definition of ‗cultural ap-
propriation‘ also implied that she be-
lieved in fair use: One is justified in 
adopting from that culture only if the 
borrowed elements uphold their original 
meaning and he/she respects that cul-

ture for what it is. This ‗respect‘, cou-
pled with the author‘s use of the words 
‗dominant culture‘ and ‗oppressed, as-
similated cultures‘, was linked to the 
underlying cause for clashes between 
cultures – historical colonialism, globali-
zation, and their unaddressed harms. 

The author showed that cultural appro-
priation without understanding, appreci-
ating or respecting the culture whose 
practices are being borrowed, can cloud 
the appropriators‘ view of their own. In 
the article, white Canadians misguidedly 
appropriating cultures could lead to 
their obliviousness to the deleterious 
effects of colonialism on the white com-
munity.  

She also showed that cultural misappro-
priation confines appropriators and 
those whose cultures are borrowed from 
into static roles –North American na-
tives were often portrayed as tragic he-
roes; the whites often as greedy or cru-
el. The author also implies that this cre-
ates ‗binarism‘: Peoples and cultures are 
mutually exclusive, creating the miscon-
ception that one must, like Karma, 
abandon one‘s original culture in order 
to find redemption in another, when it is 
possible to redeem oneself within his 
original cultural context and retain 
membership in one‘s original culture if 
he borrows from others. 

It has been blamed that some Western-
ers misappropriated Buddhist concepts 

and practices simply to reject the materi-
alistic lifestyle of urbanites in the capital-
ist West. In response, Insight suggested 
that appropriators should not be found 
guilty of degrading a culture or its prac-
tices if they did and could not fully un-
derstand the actual meaning or context 
behind the adopted practices (some cul-
tural meanings, would lie beyond the 
comprehension others outside it due to 
their tie up with historical, religious and 
other contexts.)  [that ‗user‘ should not 
be found guilty as he did not possess a 
deliberate intent. 

It was also questioned whether certain 
practices could really belong to certain 
cultures (therefore that culture had the 
right to define and regulate appropria-
tions of its practices, etc.). For example, 
rap music, now globally performed by 
artistes from different continents was first 
popularized by African American artistes.  

Anchor Question  
Discussion and Analysis 

QUESTION TO START THE DISCUSSION: 

[What is] the difference between cultural ap-
propriation and formation of diasporic cul-
tures? 

Question Analysis 

This was found to be very relevant to 
Singapore as it questioned her culture.  

‗Diasporic cultures‘ in this question was 
interpreted as referring to identity and 

2ND FEB 2013: CULTURAL APPROPRIATION  
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In the current age of globalization, 
cultural practices and symbols are 
constantly being exposed to members of 
other cultures. Cultural appropria-
tion, the adoption of elements from 
one culture by another culture, may 
therefore be happening right now, 
right here and Insight couldn‟t possi-
bly resist the urge to analyse this in 
detail.  

The article White Indians: Appropria-
tion and the Politics of Display by 
Deborah Root, was analysed and used 
as a base for interesting questions. 
Although, possibly unintended, the 
discussions soon became pivoted on 
Singapore‟s culture. 

by Cheong Tien Yang Clarence 

The ethnic clothing of a Canadian aborigine: 
possibly what Karma would have looked like.   

Text Analysis 

Introduction 

The article defined cultural appropri-
ation as the act of a dominant culture 
badly distorting an oppressed or as-
similated culture by exploiting them, 
signalling that it would discuss the 
negative aspects of adopting practices 
from another‘s culture. This article 
specifically discusses ‗the artistic ex-
ploitation of American and Canadian 
Indians following their domination 
and containment by white culture…‘ 

Presented Symbols 

http://www.google.com.sg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WpagW8c3mBqk4M&tbnid=HSvi1BWR_GcXCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flamula.pe%2F2011%2F10%2F29%2Fabusos-fisicos-y-sexuales-de-la-iglesia-catolica-contra-ninos-nativos-canad
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cultural-based diasporas. (Singaporeans 
arguably do not constitute a diaspora as 
most Singaporeans would not regard 
their fatherland as the land they should 
rightly belong to. Most Singaporeans 
would not regard new immigrants 
from their fatherlands as being in the 
same racial group as them) From this, 
we argued if Singapore has formed her 
own cultural context, from which prac-
tices, beliefs and symbols, originally 
derived from elsewhere, now derive 
Singaporean content and meanings.  

Stand 

Insight found that Singapore did pos-
sess its own culture and thus, form 
their own community; Simillar to spe-
ciation, Singaporeans form a ‗species‘ 
which have diverged from their ances-
tors: Singaporeans no longer see them-
selves as being the same as Mainland 
Chinese, Indians or ethnic Malays from 
Singapore‘s neighbours just as mem-
bers from most species no longer see 
those from another as potential mates.  

Singaporean Culture and her 
Government 

The Singaporean identity is found to be 
more often subscribed to by Singapore-
ans than racially or religiously defined 
personal identity. This may be attribut-
ed to the government‘s policy of culti-
vating a national identity transcending 
‗race, language or religion‘ [cf. the 
Pledge]. 

The Singapore government may have 
played a large role in shaping a Singa-

porean identity based on a cultural the-
orist‘s, George Lipsitz, concept of 
‗strategic anti-essentialism‘, termed as 
‗the calculated use of a cultural form, 
outside of your own, to define yourself or 
your group‘.  

Singapore‘s bilingual policy, put simp-
ly, was implemented in 1965 by the 
government as such: English was adopt-
ed as the official language used for ad-
ministrative purposes, whereas Malay, 
Tamil and Mandarin were adopted as 
the ‗mother tongues‘ of the Malay, 
ethnic Indian and ethnic Chinese com-
munities in Singapore respectively. It is 
clear that the bilingual policy in Singa-
pore fulfilled two of the three criteria 
of ‗strategic anti-essentialism‘ – the 
Singaporeans were unified with one 
working language, English, and diversi-
fied as 3 major groups Malays, Indians 
and Chinese, each with a corresponding 
‗mother tongue‘. Both English and 
Mandarin could be said to be a ‗cultural 
form outside of your own‘ as English was 
brought in by the colonial administra-
tion and many did not speak it when 
the policy was implemented while 
Mandarin was not spoken by most of 
the ethnic Chinese in Singapore then 
but was adopted as the official tongue 
of the People‘s Republic of China. It 
was also noted that Mandarin might 
have unified the ethnic Chinese in Sin-
gapore was they were speaking a di-
verse range of dialects then. In fact, 
during independence in 1965, there 
was no language Singapore could 
properly call its own in this sense the 

bilingual policy can be considered 
‗strategic anti-essentialism‘, but this is 
unlikely to be a definite answer. 

Appropriation of „Western‟ Cul-
ture? 

Regarding whether church weddings 
might be a kind of cultural appropria-
tion, Insight agreed that it was very 
common, as to be nearly mainstream. 
Church weddings were at most part of 
[Christian] religious culture, not West-
ern culture, where that culture has 
become increasingly secularized. More-
over, civil weddings have existed in 
Europe, as well as pagan-era practices 
like handfasting, since several centuries 
ago. 

Appropriation of Korean Cul-
ture? 

T h e  spr ea d  o f  t h e  ‗K ore a n 
wave‘ (hallyu) around the globe and its 
growth as a source of entertainment for 
Singaporeans sparked the question of 
whether hallyu was a form of cultural 
appropriation on Singaporeans‘ part – 
Insight unanimously decided that it was 
not. Korean entertainment industry 
exports – music videos, dramas, variety 
shows, concerts and more – are not  
actual cultural exports, and so Singa- 
poreans and other peoples, are not be-
coming ‗Koreanized‘ by merely con-
suming Korean media.  

It could be argued that Singaporeans 
are the ones being ‗exploited‘, not  
them exploiting [Korean culture], as  
 

Table of DVD import and export volume, 
in million USD across the years. 

Source: http://raws.adc.rmit.edu.au/~s3326816/
blog2/?tag=hallyu  

 

evinced by a great surge in Korean ex-
ports of items like electronic goods and 
foodstuffs following hallyu‟s opening of 
many major markets worldwide. Hallyu 
could be considered the result of a so-
phisticated concerted effort by members 
of the Korean enter-tainment industry. –
a display of Korean industrial organiza-
tion rather than culture, and a sign of 
hallyu‘s underlying mercenary purposes. 
Doubts were cast on the Koreanness of 
hallyu exports themselves: the styles of 
music and performances prevalent in 
Korean groups were arguably derived 
largely from the US.  

 Export Import 

1996 6.0 63.9 

1997 8.3 57.3 

1998 10.0 27 

1999 12.7 28.7 

2000 13.1 29.1 

2001 18.9 20.4 

2002 28.8 25.1 

2003 42.1 28.1 

2004 71.5 31.1 

2005 123.5 37 

2006 147.7 31.7 

2007 162.6 32.3 

2008 180.2 21.8 

2009 183.6 65.9 

2010 187.0 10.4 



State of women's rights in today's 
globalized world 

Discrimination against women is a ma-
jor issue affecting many countries to-
day. However much critics try to re-
fute this, the empowerment of women 
is part of a solution to many of today‘s 
socio-economic problems. 

Importance of Education 

We have all heard the saying, ‗Educate 
a man and you educate a person, but 
educate a woman and you educate an 
entire nation.‘ but how much truth is 
there in it? First, education does help to 
reduce the difference in status of the 
two genders, as it enables females to 
work, possibly in higher-tier jobs with 
more comfort and higher pay, so they 
are not completely at the mercy of abu-
sive husbands. Education would also 
lead many harmful superstitions to be 
dispelled, since superstitions are born 
of fear of the unknown, which naturally 
diminishes when something is under-
stood, thus reducing yet more social 
prejudices that would otherwise arise. 
Boosting the number of workers and 
productivity of work would most defi-
nitely benefit those economies, helping 
the regions develop further and achieve 
higher standards of living. Educated 
mothers can also teach their children 
better, cultivating a greater interest in 
learning from young, an important step 

in education. Having more educated 
women might lead to the emergence of 
more female political leaders such as 
Angela Merkel of Germany, Yingluck 
Shinawatra of Thailand and Aung San 
Suu Kyi of Myanmar, possibly further 
advancing women's rights in much 
needed areas. For instance, from 1993-
2001, Ms Hilary Clinton travelled to 
79 countries around the world with the 
authority of the First Lady of the Unit-
ed States. She was troubled at the dire 
conditions of women in many of those 
countries, and decided to take certain 
steps to help them. She spoke forceful-
ly against abuse of women in Septem-
ber 1995 in front of the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing, and 
did not compromise on her points de-
spite being pressured. She was also an 
outspoken critic of the Taliban‘s abuse 
of women during the late 1990s. After-
wards, she helped in establishing Vital 
Voices as an international initiative 
sponsored by the United States to pro-
mote women participating in politics. 
With more such women in politics, a 
‗chain reaction‘ of female politicians 
might follow suit. 

Current international measures 

As of now, few international measures 
have been taken. Notable ones would 
include the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted in 1948, which 

recognizes the need for equal rights for 
both genders. In 1979, the United Na-
tions General Assembly adopted the 
Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Wom-
en (CEDAW) for legal implementation 
of the Declaration on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women, 
which was formally established on 3 
September 1981. The United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1325 was 
established on 31 October 2000, and 
was the  first formal and legal docu-
ment from the United Nations Security 
Council that requires all states respect 
fully international humanitarian law 
and international human rights law 
applicable to the rights and protection 
of women and girls during and after the 
armed conflicts.  The International 
Criminal Court, recognizes rape, sexu-
al slavery, enforced prostitution, forced 
pregnancy, enforced sterilization, "or 
any other form of sexual violence of 
comparable gravity" as crime against 
humanity if the action is part of a wide-
spread or systematic practice. Despite 
discrimination against women being 
recognized on the international arena, 
it is unfortunate that key issues are still 
not resolved. Some barriers would 
include the rights to sovereignty of 
every country. The United Nations 
cannot possibly enforce these measures 
on the Vatican City and Niue, as they 
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Malala Yousafzai, a brave girl indeed. The 
then 15-year-old Pakistani was shot in the 
head for advocating female education, the 
very thing that the Taliban was trying to 
suppress. She survived Taliban‘s assassina-
tion  attempt and was hailed a ―Pakistani 
Heroine‖. 

by Lee Si Yuan 



are not members of the UN. Besides, 
the countries within the UN which are 
most infamous for abuse of Women‘s 
Rights, including Iran, Sudan and So-
malia, have not yet adopted CEDAW. 
Even in the countries which adopted all 
these measures, there are many crimes 
in rural areas that go unnoticed. Clear-
ly these measures have a very hard limit 
to their effectiveness. 

Possible short term solutions? 
What immediate short-term measures 
could there be to help reduce the most 
egregious forms of discrimination 
against women? First we must first 
understand why today‘s societies are 
usually male-dominated. The rise of 
agricultural societies and the emer-
gence of nation-states and feudalism 
were factors that also engendered patri-
archy, or chauvinism. Agricultural ac-
tivities were exhausting and also re-
quired much human labour. Hence 
men, whose physical strength was 
stronger than women‘s, were more 
highly valued. The frequency of mili-
tary warfare, even up to modern times, 
also meant that men were valued over 
women in another manner - whereas 
men could be relied upon to fight for 
the king, later the nation-state, in orga-
nized armies, women could only be 
homemakers who were seen as a bur-
den that men had to protect (from oth-
er men).  

Even today, in rural parts of the world, 
females are seen as a burden since they 

produce less crops due to less physical 
strength. Educated women in those 
areas are expected to work to reduce 
the 'burden' on their families, however, 
societies might actually lose more by 
putting women to work, because wom-
en might no longer be able to tend to 
their households (homemakers do bring 
about economic benefits for society, 
although these aren‘t usually quanti-
fied) as well as before. Such is an ex-
pected problem when societies impose 
the role of a dominating group onto 
another, in this case of males onto fe-
males. It is puzzling that few politicians 
have thought of this major problem.  

Several measures would include: (1) 

empowering women financially while 

not hindering them from caring for 

their households, by offering the option 

to participate in cottage industries, or 

work from home; (2) improving law 

enforcement to encourage women to 

seek redress for violence against them 

through law courts. Out of concerns 

about the long-term demographic ef-

fects of large-scale female infanticide 

[cf. ‗missing women‘ in India], stricter 

measures to enforce bans on revealing 

fetal gender through ultrasound scans 

was also proposed - though desperate 

parents would still find other means to 

rid themselves of female babies. Mak-

ing it a duty for husbands to pay their 

housewives salaries might possibly 

help, since it empowers women finan-

cially - however, there are few feasible 

ways to implement this in a foolproof 

manner, besides, the benefits would be 

minimal since abusive husbands can 

always rob their spouses, negating the 

intended benefits. 

Conclusion? 

It can be easily understood that short 

term measures, defined as quantifiable 

measures, especially enforceable ones, 

cannot solve the underlying causes 

without removing the root of the prob-

lem-ignorance. This can only be 

changed slowly through education and 

public discourse, which help rid harm-

ful superstitions and stereotypes, while 

improving career prospects for wom-

en. Like in Papua New Guinea, the 

public still agrees to burning women at 

the stake or sexual abuse of accused 

witches, due to their lack of 

knowledge on the causes of everyday 

problems, thus turning to superstitions 

as an answer. Once they are educated, 

problems stemming from the fear of 

the unknown would gradually disap-

pear. 
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Educate a woman, and  
you educate an entire nation 

Why is it that the Taliban was so 
wary of  Malala? Indeed education 
can liberate the females from genera-
tions of sexual and domestic abuse 
especially in developing countries, 
whereas female educational attain-
ment could potentially lift the entire 
nation out of poverty by contributing 
to the economy and reducing aver-
age fertility rates (See the Girl Ef-
fect). 

Current threats women face world-
wide include: 

1. Trafficking 

80% of 800,000 people trafficked 
annually are females, and almost all 
of them are reserved for sexual 
exploitation. (UN estimates) 

2. Child marriage 

Brides younger than 15 are 5 times 
more likely to die from pregnancy 

complications. (International Centre 
for Research on Women) 

3. Domestic Violence 

“There were church members who felt 

I should not leave the relationship ‗as 
long as the kids are not touched‘. This 
not only dehumanizes the mother as a 
person, it isn‘t in the best interest of 
the children either.‖  (The testimony of 
a Singaporean victim http://goo.gl/
crTU3Z) 

 

See Adnan Rasheed, a Senior Paki-
stani Taliban‘s reply to Malala: 
http://goo.gl/FL8FF 



The threat which “Grey Areas” 
pose to gender equality 

Statistics are common evidences which 
feminists use to argue their points 
across. While most of their points of 
how women face discrimination are 
indeed valid, it must be acknowledged 

that statistics can only tell us so much, 
and can sometimes tell 2 different mes-
sages depending on the reader‘s views. 
It is widely known that women are 
discriminated against in the sector of 
education, with global literacy rate 
being approximately 89% for men and 
only 80% for women.  

However, there will always be several 
exceptions to almost all forms of dis-
crimination. Take for instance, in parts 
of Latin America, such as Brazil, Co-
lombia and Costa Rica, literacy rates 
for women are slightly higher than that 
of men, with 88.8% for females com-
pared to 88.4% for males in Brazil, 
90.7% for females and 90.1% for males 
in Colombia and 95.1% for females and 
94.7% for males in Costa Rica. Wheth-
er this does indeed translate to discrim-
ination against males in those areas 
would be a debatable issue.  

While many in the world already know 
of discrimination against women, very 
few would know of the above situation, 
and anyone who would dare raise this 
point would be shot down by ultra-
feminists as a ―male chauvinist‖ if the 
questioner was a male, or a ―traitor to 
all women‖ if she was a female. Indeed, 
men do indeed have even fewer chanc-
es to reduce the discrimination against 
them, as it seems far more implicit and 
has its roots in patriarchal discrimina-
tion against women, that males are the 

stronger gender, so an indirect implica-
tion would be that women are often 
seen as victims and men as the aggres-
sors.  

For example, in the recent sex scandal 
within the NUS Law School, the Law 
Professor Tey Tsun Hang was charged 
in court for corruption, while the stu-
dent Ms Darinne Ko was seen through-
out by the courts as a victim and faced 
no legal action. In a case of corruption, 
it takes 2 hands to clap- would Profes-
sor Tey possibly have accepted any 
form of corruption if Ms Ko was not 
there to present the bribe? Both are in 
fact equally guilty, yet the legal system 
here punished only the offending male.  

Another case would be the online pros-
titution ring, where a 17-year-old pros-
titute was paid for sex with 51 men, 
and many of the men were charged 
despite some of them asking for her age 
before having sex for fear of running 
their reputation, to which she replied 
with a false answer. Yet she got off scot
-free, simply because she was perceived 
as a victim to the rich and powerful 
men, despite knowing all the while she 
was breaking the law. The legal dis-
crimination against males could not be 
more explicit than in the 2 above ex-
amples. Ironically this very form of 
discrimination stems from patriarchy 
itself. 

Conclusion 

It can be seen clearly that discrimina-

tion against women also indirectly dis-
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by Lee Si Yuan 

criminates against men, and that dis-

crimination in general can be said only 

to be harmful to all parties, including 

those whom it was intended to benefit. 

As mentioned before, the only way to 

destroy this enemy would be through 

education, perhaps made compulsory. 

Besides empowering women, this 

would slowly but gradually dispel the 

age-old notion that women are inferior 

to men, as both have different capabili-

ties. Also, we must not be deceived by 

the false perception that all feminists 

want equal rights for both genders, as 

there are some ultra-feminists who in 

fact want female superiority and out-

right condemn collaboration with 

males who wish to achieve gender 

equality. These views are in fact equal-

ly if not more detrimental to society 

than patriarchy, and again, both of 

these discriminatory views need to be 

internationally recognized as a barrier 

to progress before any solutions can 

come forth. Seeing how the developed 

world is much less discriminatory to-

wards women compared to a century 

before, and how many developing 

countries are likely to be modeled on 

them, it would appear that gender 

discrimination can indeed be eradicat-

ed in the future, promising a better 

world for all. 

Male emotional poverty 

 It is part of the masculist argument 

that a vicious cycle are created by the 

division of sex roles whereby men are 

conditioned from childhood to be 

workers, builders, strivers, competi-

tors, crushing their capacity for emo-

tional expression and exalting the mind 

and the intellect over all other func-

tions.  

This engenders the highest number of 

stress diseases in the history of male 

endeavor. As the masculist manifesto 

points out, masculists encourage men 

to tune in to their feelings, to stop the 

pretense of being towers of strength, 

of being analytical machines, of being 

cold and logical, and instead to admit 

to their weaknesses, their frailties and 

their need for emotional support.  

Article adapted from GP Matters  



Why integrate the indigenous 
people?  

As seen above, indigenous people form 
a small but significant amount of people 
on Earth. Their cultures are often un-
changed from that of their ancestors 
thousands of years ago. For example, 
the Bushmen of Africa continue to 
make a living by hunting and gathering 
like their ancestors did thousands of 
years ago, potentially help anthropolo-
gist figure out how humans survived 
during the early years.  Indigenous 
South Africans also possess special 
knowledge of food source in the form 
of insects and food preservation 
through drying. The traditional medi-
cine and social structure of indigenous 
people are of great interest too, as they 
might shed light into scientific discov-
ery.  

However, indigenous people are often 
unequally represented in decision mak-
ing groups and therefore are often un-
fairly treated. Many indigenous groups 
like the African Bushman and Native 
Americans are often relocated to less 
favourable land as their ancestral land 
are either planned to be sold to farmers 
or contain rich natural resources. The 
infiltration of modern goods sometimes 
negatively affects the livelihood of in-
digenous people. For example, tradi-
tional patterns of binge drinking of 

corn liquor had gradually been replaced 
by consumption of commercial beer 
and rum at more frequent intervals and 
with more negative social consequences 
in indigenous communities of Venezue-
la.  

By integrating indigenous people with 
the modern world, it is hoped through 
education of the modern world (hidden 
curriculum) and gradual exposure so 
they can slowly adapt to it, instead of 
letting them ―figure their way out‖ or 
forcing them to adapt. It is hoped this 
can potentially empower indigenous 

people and make them a living part of 
the world, instead of being an exotic 
culture, thus making their culture con-
tinue for many more generations for 
the betterment of them and mankind 
through sharing of their knowledge. 

Australian Aboriginals and their 
“integration” into the modern 
society  

Australia has come a long way since its 
initial plan of ―integrating‖ indigenous 
people with modern society.  

In the 1850s, the aim of ―integration‖ 
was to ―protect‖ the Aboriginals from 
their culture that did not suit the 
―inherently supreme‖ Europeans. Thus, 
the Europeans embarked on a paternal-
istic integration policy, which saw an 
attempt to Europeanise Aboriginals in 
―protectorates‖. In the ―protectorates‖, 
Aboriginals were Christianised and 
banned from doing traditional activi-
ties. Freedom was restricted and chil-
dren could not get educated. Thus we 
can see the aim of ―integration‖ back 
then was more of re-education than 
empowerment. 1909 saw the start of 
the ―stolen generation‖ period, where 
Aboriginal children were removed 
from their families.  

A century later, the aim of 
―integration‖ was to ―assimilate‖, which 
were similar to those of the ―protect‖ 
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“It is estimated that there are 
more than 370 million indige-
nous people spread across 70 
countries worldwide. Practicing 
unique traditions, they retain 
social, cultural, economic and 
political characteristics that are 
distinct from those of the domi-
nant societies in which they live. 
Spread across the world from the 
Arctic to the South Pacific, they 
are the descendants - according 
to a common definition - of 
those who inhabited a country 
or a geographical region at the 
time when people of different 
cultures or ethnic origins ar-
rived. The new arrivals later be-
came dominant through con-
quest, occupation, settlement or 
other means.” 

 
United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous issues Fact Sheet 

by Ng Ri Chi 

Indigenous knowledge can be valuable 
when it comes to disaster management, 
understanding ecosystems and in this case, 
medicine: curare, a muscle relaxant was 
used by Amazonian tribesmen as hunting 
poisons before doctors discovered its use in 
surgical operations. 
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period, except Aboriginals were moved 
to  towns  in  an  a t t empt  to 
―Australianise‖ them. Reserve land was 
sold by the government, though the 
Aboriginals could not buy it back.  

Winds of changed blew in integration 
policy in the 1960s and the government 
became more concerned about the wel-
fare and culture of Aboriginals, maybe 
due to the fact that assimilation did not 
work and Aboriginals continued to 
cling on their culture. Traditional cul-
tures were maintained and a ―wider 
Australia‖ concept was adopted. 

The 1970s see an end to legislated dis-
crimination against Aboriginals, intro-
duced by the Whitlam government. 
The ―self-determination‖ period also 
saw more rights given to the Aborigi-
nals, like decision of where to live and 
a say in policies. 

An Evaluation 

Initially, we see that integration was 
done in an insensitive fashion, where 
the colonial powers assumed their su-
premacy and attempted to re-educate 
indigenous people to their culture, 
though it was highly unsuccessful as 
many indigenous people cling on to 
their culture. Such insensitive integra-
tion can also sow seeds of future con-
flicts, as indigenous people did not re-
ceive a fair share of the country‘s devel-
opment.   

Later on, integration took a more hu-
manistic approach, where the cultures 
and viewpoints of indigenous people 
are more welcomed. Unfortunately, by 
then, the Aboriginals have lost a signifi-
cant part of their culture. However, 
societal discrimination against Aborigi-
nals still exists- A 2011 survey of aca-
demic staff in higher education revealed 
that more than 70% of Aboriginal aca-
demics and professional staff had expe-
rienced discrimination and racist atti-
tudes in their workplaces. 

However, achieving ―sensitive‖ integra-
tion might not be as easy as it seems. 
Indigenous Canadians were forced into 
reserves, where there was little to hunt 
and gather. While providing them with 
modern foodstuff might seem to be 
―sensitive‖ to compensate them nutri-
tionally, it was drastically different 
from their normal diet, leading to fu-
ture financial and health problems, the 

Threats 

1. Loss of traditions and identity.  

―So you look at Aboriginal kids … 
who are called Aboriginal, treated as 
Aboriginals but have no understand-
ing of what being Aboriginal is — 

it‘s an incredible conflict to carry‖  

Dr Sheehan 

2. Loss of indigenous knowledge:  

―Indigenous knowledge of food preser-
vation techniques ... should be popu-
larized to ensure food security ... 
Yet ... there has been inadequate sup-
port for the formal promotion of the 
traditional technologies and know-
how.‖ 

Disaster Management in Africa 

 
Solutions 

1. Implementation of policies 

―A member of a Sami village has the 
right to hunt and fish ... regardless of 
who owns the land. Sami children are 
allowed four weeks a year out of 
school to participate in reindeer 
herding.‖ 

Reindeer Husbandry Act in Sweden 

2.   Organizations to ensure cul-
tural sensitivity 

―In 1991, the Aidesep in Peru devel-
oped their own health policy and 
programme for 120 (indigenous) 
communities.‖ 

Ind. Health in Latin America 

Cultural appropriation: Indigenous 
properties are often commercialized with-
out their consent, such as the Red Indian 
mascots and the dot paintings of the Austral-
ian Aborigines. See also biopiracy. 

hallmark of ―insensitive‖ integration. 
In fact, fulfilling nutritional needs of 
indigenous people, especially for 
pregnant women and growing chil-
dren, play an important role in ensur-
ing the development of indigenous 
communities. Poor nutrition can stunt 
the mental and physical growth of 
children, leading to listlessness, im-
paired growth and decreased capacity 
to learn, as shown in Aboriginals of 
Australia. 

Recovery from ―insensitive‖ integra-
tion can also be tricky, as many of the 
damage done cannot be undone. For 
example, Maori males aged 15 to 24 
in 2001 had a 34 per cent higher sui-
cide rate than non-Maori, and those 
connected with Maori culture were 
three times less likely to have at-
tempted suicide than those who were 
not connected. Such culture discon-
nect cannot be solved in a blink of an 
eye and require generations of patient 
recovery. 

In conclusion, there is a need to treat 

indigenous people especially due to 

their vulnerability to the world‘s in-

fluence. Integration to the modern 

society can best help indigenous peo-

ple adapt to the modern world. How-

ever, many countries have not inte-

grated indigenous communities sensi-

tively and this can further hamper 

their development. 


